Estrogen receptor analysis of human temporomandibular disc.
Epidemiological studies of temporomandibular joint (TMJ) dysfunction suggest a significant female predilection for symptomatic disease. Because previous primate research revealed sexual dimorphism in the estrogen receptors (ER) present in the masticatory apparatus, this investigation was undertaken to assess the presence of ER in human TMJ tissues. The negative findings suggest that ER status does not contribute to symptomatic TMJ disease.